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“Judenplatz “

24. Judenplatz – Commemoration of the Victims of the Shoah in Austria

ABSTRACT

On Friday September 7, Pope Benedict XVI. is going to drive to Judenplatz right after the liturgical opening ceremony at “Am Hof” Square. At the Shoah memorial at Judenplatz, Pope Benedict XVI. and Chief Rabbi Eisenberg will be silently remembering the Austrian victims of the Shoah together. Chief Rabbi Paul Chaim Eisenberg referred to the commemorative silence with Pope Benedict XVI. at Judenplatz as a significant meeting with great symbolic value. The Chief Rabbi reminds of the fact that Judenplatz is where the first synagogue was built in Vienna and that this place comprises the dramatic history of the Jews in the Austrian capital. The Shoah memorial at Judenplatz was designed by the British artist Rachel Whiteread to remind of the Austrian victims of the Shoah. It was unveiled on October 25, 2000, and goes back to an initiative of Simon Wiesenthal. The memorial is made of reinforced concrete and has a surface area of ten to seven meters and is 3.8 meters high. The outer walls of the cube have been designed as book shelves or the walls of a library turned inside out. The shelves seem to be stuffed with the same book over and over again which is meant to stand for the countless number of victims and their life stories. The books’ contents remain hidden. The doors, which indicate an entrance and an exit, cannot be opened. The names of the places where Jews were killed during the Nazi rule are engraved in the floor tiles surrounding the memorial. A text in German, English and Hebrew carved into the concrete floor in front of the memorial’s closed doors reminds of the crimes of the Shoah and gives an estimated number of the victims in Austria. 

On September 7, Benedict XVI. is going to commemorate the victims of the Shoah at the Shoah memorial at Judenplatz together with Vienna Chief Rabbi Paul Chaim Eisenberg.

Chief Rabbi Paul Chaim Eisenberg referred to the commemorative silence with Pope Benedict XVI. at Judenplatz as a significant meeting with great symbolic value. On Friday September 7, Pope Benedict XVI. is going to drive to Judenplatz right after the liturgical opening ceremony at “Am Hof” Square. At the Shoah memorial at Judenplatz, Pope Benedict XVI. and Chief Rabbi Eisenberg will be silently remembering the Austrian victims of the Shoah together. 

In an interview with “Kathpress,” Eisenberg says that he is looking forward to meeting Benedict XVI. Besides commemorating the Shoah together, Rabbi Eisenberg wants to inform Pope Benedict XVI. on the present situation of Judaism and the Jews living in Vienna. The Chief Rabbi reminds of the fact that Judenplatz is where the first synagogue was built in Vienna and that this place comprises the dramatic history of the Jews in the Austrian capital.

The Shoah memorial at Judenplatz was designed by the British artist Rachel Whiteread to remind of the Austrian victims of the Shoah. It was unveiled on October 25, 2000, and goes back to an initiative of Simon Wiesenthal. The memorial is made of reinforced concrete and has a surface area of ten to seven meters and is 3.8 meters high. The outer walls of the cube have been designed as book shelves or the walls of a library turned inside out. The shelves seem to be stuffed with the same book over and over again which is meant to stand for the countless number of victims and their life stories. The books’ contents remain hidden. The doors, which indicate an entrance and an exit, cannot be opened.

The artist Rachel Whiteread wants the library turned inside out to be understood as a symbol for Judaism: the “people of the book” survived the prosecutions and preserved its identity.

The names of the places where Jews were killed during the Nazi rule are engraved in the floor tiles surrounding the memorial. A text in German, English and Hebrew carved into the concrete floor in front of the memorial’s closed doors reminds of the crimes of the Shoah and gives an estimated number of the victims in Austria. 

Pogroms in the Middle Ages

During epidemic outbreaks of the plague in 1349, Jews had been the targets of mass killings. In 1419, Jews were accused of collaboration with the Hussites. Although forced baptism had been forbidden by canonical law, the law was disregarded. In 1420, pogroms against Jews started in the countries belonging to the Austrian empire and Jews were forced to become Christian. 300 Jews refused to be baptized and chose death at Judenplatz; 200 were burnt at the stake alive. 

The Misrachi House, the entry to the excavations of the Or-Sarua-Synagogue, which was destroyed in 1421, and the Late Gothic relief at House Jordan remind of the events. Additionally, the plaque on the walls of the elementary school of the archdiocese of Vienna, which goes back to an initiative of Christoph Cardinal Schönborn in October 1998, commemorates the pogrom and confesses the guilt of the Christians involved.

The Late Gothic Relief on House Jordan portrays the Baptism of Christ. At the same time it is abusing Jews and Judaism. The plaque of the Vienna Archbishop is asking for forgiveness as today’s Christianity regrets its joint guilt in the persecution of Jews. Also the Lessing memorial pays respect to the spirit of the place: it shows a part of “The Parable of the Three Rings,“ in Nathan the Wise (1779). 

In 2001, a memorial plaque honoring the righteous among the peoples was unveiled at Judenplatz. Among those honored were women and men who took position against the racial discrimination in word or deed because of their Christian faith.

In 2006, Chief Rabbi Eisenberg blessed the Mesusah, the traditional Jewish scroll, which is located at the entrance of the new gallery “Art-Forum” in House Jordan. The Mesusah is also meant as a statement against the anti-Jewish Relief on the wall of the very same house.

Source: “KATHPRESS”
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